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Introduction
Blackhall & Powis was founded in Glasgow in May 2017 by people who 
understood the importance and opportunity of the transition to a low carbon 
economy. People who knew infrastructure projects from the inside - not from 
boardrooms, but from the land, the sea and the communities that every energy 
project is built around. 

Everything we do is anchored on a foundation of 
geospatial intelligence. Our GIS analysis, remote 
sensing capability and land referencing expertise give 
every project we work on a spatial clarity that shapes 
better decisions from the very first site assessment to 
the final statutory submission. This gives our teams the 
powerful data they need to stand with our customers 
and power their projects through the energy transition. 

Nine years later, we’re over 105 people across eight 
UK offices and five integrated divisions - Geospatial, 
Infrastructure Land & Property, Infrastructure Planning 
& Development, Construction Phase Services, and 
Africa, Asia and the Middle East. We work with 
developers and infrastructure providers across the UK, 
Europe and internationally.

Our team comes from the industries and landscapes 
we work in. Farming backgrounds, fishing families, 
and people who grew up in the communities they 
now work alongside. That’s not a coincidence. It’s how 
we’re built - and it’s why our clients keep coming back.

We’re not the biggest consultancy in this sector.  
But we’d back ourselves to be the best.

RICS and RTPI regulated. Headquartered in Glasgow, 
Scotland, working across the UK and around the world.

This brochure covers Infrastructure Planning & 
Development in detail. 

For further information on everything we do,  
visit www.blackhallpowis.com.
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Mission
Our mission is to work with developers to 
deliver the energy transition and decarbonise 
the economy, ensuring successful outcomes 
for clients, communities and the environment.   

What to Expect from Working with Us

Excellence
Each member of our team has been 
handpicked for their experience, skills 
and expertise, ensuring precision and 
professionalism across all our services.

Confidence
We know this industry and we are experts  
at looking round corners, managing risks  
and resolving issues before they arise  
so our clients put their trust in us time  
and time again. 

Relationships
We put real time and effort into building 
genuine relationships with each client and 
stakeholders, using our backgrounds and 
contacts, to be able to have conversations 
with the right people in the right way. 

Innovation
We work in a fast-paced and rapidly growing 
sector and are constantly developing our 
team, tools and technologies to always stay 
one step ahead. 

Agility
We don’t offer the same one-size-fits-all 
approach for each project. Drawing on the 
incredible talent and range of skills across 
our team, we create a bespoke package 
of support to suit each client’s needs and 
respond to the wider environment. 

Energy
Pun intended! The Blackhall and Powis  
team love what they do, and it shows.  
We’re excited by every project, motivated  
by finding solutions to complex challenges 
and driven to always deliver our best. 

When we founded Blackhall & Powis, we had a clear 
ambition—to build a business that could genuinely 
support the energy transition while doing things the 
right way. What’s been most rewarding is not just how 
much we’ve grown, but how we’ve grown: by bringing 
together great people, building trusted relationships 
and staying true to that original purpose. Today, we’re 
proud to support projects across the UK and beyond, 
and we’re just getting started.

John Hillis 
Managing Director, Blackhall & Powis 

“

”
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	• Consents – Our specialist planners work with clients to identify 
appropriate pathways for consents, permits, notifications and licences 
required for each project. We can project manage, prepare and submit 
all necessary documentation, including coordination of EIA, derogation 
and compliance documentation. We have extensive experience ensuring 
discharge and commitments are managed, recorded and fulfilled 
throughout the project life cycle. 

	• Surveys – B&P can directly undertake all terrestrial ecology surveys  
and project manage wider technical surveys including archaeological  
and engineering surveys. We have a wide range of trusted partners, 
ensuring we can support clients across a broad range of requirements  
in both capacity and expertise. 

	• GIS and mapping – Innovative and robust mapping, GIS and spatial data 
underpin all our services. Our bespoke GIS portal provides a unique 
project tool for site finding, monitoring, reporting and engagement. 

	• Advice – Our subject matter experts provide a broad spectrum of advisory 
services, including technical and town planning guidance, ecological, HRA, 
development services as well as representing clients as expert planning 
witnesses for planning committee/hearings if required. We can confidently 
identify risks and develop bespoke solutions to mitigate and manage 
these for our clients. 

	• Engagement – B&P’s stakeholder engagement team embodies our 
approach through up front, honest and clear communication. We believe 
this is key to successful project delivery. We are able to design stakeholder 
engagement campaigns, lead and manage across statutory and non 
statutory consultees.

	• Design and construction – B&P’s deep understanding of consents and 
permitting is a strong foundation for delivering consents compliance, 
condition discharge and design support services throughout construction 
and operational phases of projects. This aligns closely with our 
construction land management services.

Services
Product Offering
B&P’s team of planning and development specialists has extensive experience 
across onshore and offshore renewables, networks and infrastructure.  
Drawn from regulatory, project promoter and consultancy backgrounds,  
we are able to provide detailed and bespoke project advice and support. 
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Key Individuals

James Wheater 
Divisional Director, Planning & Development
James is a Chartered Town Planner with over 18 years’ 
experience across public and private sectors, combining 
policy, development management and consenting 
expertise. He has led and advised on major infrastructure 
projects, including National Infrastructure schemes for 
Scottish & Southern Energy Networks. James brings strong 
experience in optioneering, stakeholder engagement,  
and presenting planning proposals, supported by expert  
knowledge of Scotland’s planning legislation and 
regulatory framework.

Ciara Jamieson 
Lead Community and Stakehold Manager
Ciara is a communications professional with over 14 years’ 
experience in the energy sector, specialising in large-scale 
renewable infrastructure, transmission and distribution 
networks. Ciara’s focus is creating forward thinking 
stakeholder and community engagement strategies that 
derisk local issues across the project lifecycle, helping to 
secure consents and drive successful project delivery.

Jenny Diack 
Lead Ecologist

Jenny Diack is Lead Ecologist at Blackhall & Powis, with 
20 years’ experience in ecological consultancy after 
graduating in Ecological Science from the University of 
Edinburgh. She specialises in protected species and holds 
multiple NatureScot survey and development licences. 
Jenny delivers comprehensive ecological support 
across infrastructure, residential and renewable projects, 
including surveys, mitigation, licensing, biodiversity 
assessments and on-site ecological oversight.

Jenny Diack 
LinkedIn

James Wheater 
LinkedIn

Ciara Jamieson 
LinkedIn

Jake Laws 
LinkedIn

Jake Laws 
Director of Offshore Consents and Development 
Jake’s experience encompasses the DCO process 
for NSIPs through scoping, EIA, Planning Inspectorate 
examination to construction and operational phases for 
some of the U.Ks largest offshore wind developments.  
He has extensive experience of achieving and subsequent 
delivery of consents and associated engagement and 
liaison with statutory and non –statutory stakeholders. 
Jake is an adaptable team player delivering work with  
a focus on programme, budget and risk.
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Blackhall and Powis have expertly guided us through the 
early development and planning stages for our s36 projects 
in Scotland and have been instrumental in reducing project 
risk and dealing with everything from consents project 
management, sub consultant management, stakeholder 
and community engagement and document and application 
preparation. We really value the collaborative approach that 
B&P bring to the table and the ability to work as an integral 
part of our project delivery team. 

Hugh Mainwaring  
CEO Lower 48 Energy

“

”
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Dogger Bank 

Dogger Bank Offshore Wind Farm was granted a 
Development Consent Order in 2015. One of the 
members of our development team undertook 
the role of Onshore Consent Manager for this 
project during the post consent phase, successfully 

supporting and enabling the project to enter into 
the construction phase. This involved discharging 
planning conditions, planning amendments, 
and securing land rights both through voluntary 
agreements and compulsory acquisition.  

Kintore Hydrogen 

B&P supported Statera Energy in delivering one of 
Europe’s most significant green hydrogen projects – 
a proposed 3 GW low carbon hydrogen development 
at Kintore, Aberdeenshire. The project required a 
clear and robust planning strategy to manage risk, 
align complex technical and environmental inputs, 
and secure consent for a major piece of low carbon 
infrastructure.

Led by James Wheater, B&P provided end to end 
planning and consenting support, developing the 
overall consents strategy and advising on early 
due diligence, policy compliance and planning 
risk. The team prepared the Planning Statement, 
demonstrating compliance with national and 
local planning policy and wider decarbonisation 
objectives, while coordinating environmental, 
technical and regulatory workstreams into  
a cohesive evidence base.

Early and proactive engagement with Aberdeenshire 
Council and key consultees was central to the 
approach, helping to clarify design considerations, 
environmental assessment requirements and the 
project’s purpose. Ongoing liaison with the Council 
and timely responses to matters raised through the 
application process supported a smooth consenting 
pathway.

This integrated and strategic approach enabled 
planning permission to be secured within nine 
months, reducing planning risk and providing clarity 
for future delivery. The project showcases B&P’s 
proven capability in supporting complex, emerging 
energy technologies and major infrastructure 
schemes through coordinated planning, policy  
and stakeholder engagement.

Mull Reinforcement Project 

The Project was located in a sensitive area including 
a Special Area of Protection of Golden Eagles, 
sensitive landscapes, ancient woodland and peatland 
and a number of challenging landowners.  

B&P required to work closely with SSE’s technical 
team to find a solution to routing that minimised 
environmental impact, was technically feasible but 
took account of landowner interests across the route. 
The routing input was critical in gaining landowner 
and consenting stakeholder buy in and associated 
s37 consent.   

Due to early work ensuring the viability of the 
infrastructure, B&P delivered all consents on 
time and on budget. The team were retained to 
support the project through the pre-construction 
and construction phases of the project. Delivering 
additional services including ECOW support to the 
construction team 

The project demonstrates B&P’s depth of capabilities 
to deliver and manage environmental and consents 
scopes across a project’s lifespan, building positive 
relationships across the region.

Case Studies
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Blackhall & Powis Ltd.
Chartered Surveyors

LAND | MARINE | COMMUNITIES
Property and Project Services for  

Energy, Utilities and Infrastructure Providers
info@blackhallpowis.com
www.blackhallpowis.com

Scan to view 
our website


