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Introduction

Blackhall & Powis was founded in Glasgow in May 2017 by people who
understood the importance and opportunity of the transition to a low carbon
economy. People who knew infrastructure projects from the inside - not from
boardrooms, but from the land, the sea and the communities that every energy

project is built around.

Everything we do is anchored on a foundation of
geospatial intelligence. Our GIS analysis, remote
sensing capability and land referencing expertise give
every project we work on a spatial clarity that shapes
better decisions from the very first site assessment to
the final statutory submission. This gives our teams the
powerful data they need to stand with our customers
and power their projects through the energy transition.

Nine years later, we’re over 105 people across eight
UK offices and five integrated divisions - Geospatial,
Infrastructure Land & Property, Infrastructure Planning
& Development, Construction Phase Services,

and Africa, Asia and the Middle East. We work with
developers and infrastructure providers across the UK,
Europe and internationally.

Our Service Delivery

Our team comes from the industries and landscapes
we work in. Farming backgrounds, fishing families,
and people who grew up in the communities they
now work alongside. That’s not a coincidence. It's how
we’re built - and it's why our clients keep coming back.

We’re not the biggest consultancy in this sector.
But we’d back ourselves to be the best.

RICS and RTPI regulated. Headquartered in Glasgow,

Scotland, working across the UK and around the world.

This brochure covers Geospatial in detail.

For further information on everything we do,
visit www.blackhallpowis.com.
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Mission

Our mission is to work with developers to
deliver the energy transition and decarbonise
the economy, ensuring successful outcomes
for clients, communities and the environment.

‘ ‘ When we founded Blackhall & Powis, we had a clear
ambition—to build a business that could genuinely
support the energy transition while doing things the
right way. What’s been most rewarding is not just how
much we’ve grown, but how we’ve grown: by bringing
together great people, building trusted relationships
and staying true to that original purpose. Today, we're
proud to support projects across the UK and beyond,
and we’re just getting started. , ,

John Hillis
Managing Director, Blackhall & Powis

What to Expect from Working with Us

Excellence Confidence

We know this industry and we are experts
at looking round corners, managing risks
and resolving issues before they arise

so our clients put their trust in us time
and time again.

Each member of our team has been
handpicked for their experience, skills
and expertise, ensuring precision and
professionalism across all our services.

Relationships Innovation

We put real time and effort into building
genuine relationships with each client and
stakeholders, using our backgrounds and
contacts, to be able to have conversations
with the right people in the right way.

We work in a fast-paced and rapidly growing
sector and are constantly developing our
team, tools and technologies to always stay
one step ahead.

Agility Energy
We don’t offer the same one-size-fits-all
approach for each project. Drawing on the
incredible talent and range of skills across
our team, we create a bespoke package
of support to suit each client’s needs and
respond to the wider environment.

Pun intended! The Blackhall and Powis
team love what they do, and it shows.
We’re excited by every project, motivated
by finding solutions to complex challenges
and driven to always deliver our best.
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Services
Product Offering

B&P have a capable geospatial team experienced

in undertaking a multitude of cartographic and land
identification activities — from constraints modelling to
due diligence land referencing practice, our services
support a wide range of clients from across the
renewables and infrastructure sectors.

Geospatial data is at the core of our business, and
we take pride in implementing innovative solutions to
facilitate the full life cycle of land assembly. Whether
identifying optimal sites, managing route selection,
producing accurate registrable plans or delivering
comprehensive land referencing documentation,

our expert team excels in every aspect of project
development.

Land Referencing

Land referencing is the identification of all land interests impacted
by a scheme. We provide a disciplined service which comprises:

e Applying robust land referencing methodologies to ensure
diligent enquiry has been undertaken when identifying and
formally notifying affected parties.

® Supporting survey access campaigns and voluntary
negotiations whilst maintaining a clear audit trail.

e Preparing statutory compliant DCO Books of Reference and
CPO Schedules.

e Production of land plans, ensuring the maintenance and
version control of large volumes of data.

e An adaptable approach, in keeping with our clients needs.

GIS

Our GIS team offer a diverse range of services, working
collaboratively with clients to understand and adapt to their
requirements. We can:

e Produce tailor made spatial models for site suitability analysis,
available on a global basis for all technologies.

e Offer a structured, data-driven approach to linear infrastructure
route planning through our route optioneering tool.

e Create bespoke web-based GIS applications, or portals, which
can act as a unique project management tool for monitoring
and reporting purposes.

® Alongside our portals, we can create and maintain a linked
mobile application, allowing for data to be collected during
site visits.

e Undertake detailed site analysis including constraint plans,
layouts and 3D visualisations.

Research

Within our geospatial remit, we bring the latest academic research
and policy information into practice. We are a team of experts in
the application of cutting-edge remote sensing and GIS modelling
techniques, but we also specialise in interpreting these outputs,
from local to global scales.

e Undertake analysis of remote sensing data to identify and
track key environmental indicators associated with large scale
projects.

e Market Analysis — UK and globally. We put spatial data at the
forefront of market research, aggregating data, and visualising
the changing landscape for future development.

e Spatial data connects our teams in complex multi-disciplinary
projects. We direct our experts on the ground or at sea by
providing preliminary desk-based GIS and remote sensing
research, and we integrate field data back into our systems
for further analysis and visualisation.



Key Individuals

Phil Mellor
LinkedIn

Phil Mellor

Divisional Director, Geospatial

Phil is a land information specialist, with over 14 years’
experience in academia, public and private sectors. Phil
holds a MSc (distinction) in Geographical Information
Science and subsequently received a PhD for his
published research investigating the renewable energy
potential of vacant and derelict land in Scotland. Phil leads
a Geospatial team of land referencing professionals, GIS
Analysts and Remote Sensing specialists. He also keeps
a keen eye on research, innovation and development
opportunities, including the implementation of automation
to improve project efficiency.

Griogair Morrison
LinkedIn

Griogair Morrison

Senior GIS Developer, Onshore Renewables Lead

Griogair joined the Geospatial Team at Blackhall & Powis
in 2022, shortly after achieving an MSc with distinction
in Geoinformation Technology and Cartography from the
University of Glasgow. As Onshore GIS Lead, Griogair
plays a key role in coordinating the GIS team to support
onshore renewable energy developers in delivering

a variety of strategic campaigns spanning diverse
technologies, scales, and locations. Griogair and his
team continue to drive innovation by working to adapt
the model for diverse applications, including Biodiversity
Net Gain (BNG) site identification, ammonia plant siting,
substation site selection, and cable route optimization.
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Saffron Sergison
LinkedIn

Saffron Sergison
Associate Director, UK Land Referencing Lead

Saffron, the UK Land Referencing lead, has extensive
experience delivering CPO and DCO campaigns for
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects across the
energy, transport and urban regeneration sectors. She
leads a UK-wide team applying robust land referencing
methodologies to meet diligent enquiry requirements. Her
expertise includes stakeholder engagement, consultation,
budget and risk management, and securing compulsory
rights within complex, multi-disciplinary projects.

i
m

David Cooper
LinkedIn

David Cooper

Research Lead

David is a research professional with 14 years’ experience
in academia, the private sector, and the third sector. David
holds a MSc (distinction) in Geographical Information
Science, and a PhD in Geosciences. David has published
multiple works utilising remote sensing, bioclimatic
modelling, and distribution modelling, focussing on
Africa, the Middle East and Asia. David enjoys integrating
different research techniques and frameworks to solve
novel problems.
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Case Studies

Our team provided comprehensive land assembly
campaign support to a significant offshore wind farm
project securing the essential land rights required

to deliver the scheme. The Land Information team
led on the submission of the CPO alongside the
project’s appointed legal team, employing robust
Land Referencing methodologies to support the
preparation and submission. These activities
included searches of the relevant Land Register

to identify parties with interest in the land, contact
validation to identify accurate and up-to-date details,
and site visits to confirm land designations and
identify unregistered occupiers.

Blackhall & Powis provided a multidisciplinary
approach, to provide support for a comprehensive
land assembly campaign for the delivery route

of a wind turbine Abnormal Indivisible Load (AIL),
associated with the construction and development
of an onshore wind farm in the north of Scotland.
Upon receipt of the swept path analysis data, our GIS
team undertook an indicative road adoption analysis
to verify areas requiring third party agreements
along the transport route. From this point, the Land
Referencing team undertook relevant searches of
the relevant Registers to identify parties that have an
interest in the affected land.

The GIS modelling & development team was tasked
with identifying sites suitable for small-scale wind
development, covering both front-of-meter and
behind-the-meter opportunities. Key requirements
included applying bespoke spatial criteria to locate
sites near high-energy offtakers or the electricity
distribution network, while also maintaining proximity
to residential clusters to enable community benefit
mechanisms. A central objective was to identify a
“path of least resistance” for grid connection by
balancing grid headroom availability with planning
feasibility. To achieve this, a bespoke site suitability
framework was developed, combining hard

Furthermore, the team managed the production
and issue of Requests for Information (RFI) to

all known land interests, identification of Crown
land and Special Category land, identification of
Statutory Undertaker land and apparatus, and the
production of CPO schedules, Order Maps, and
Location Plans. Responsibilities also extended to
the service of individual CPO notices to qualifying
persons, provision of tracking reports for the
General Certificate, site notice monitoring, input
into the Statement of Reasons, general project
management services, and the service of General :
Vesting Declaration notices to support the full il .
implementation of the CPO. :

The GIS team produced all the required plans which e
were delivered to the client with the landownership '
schedule and communication tracker. Our land
management team will use these deliverables to
facilitate an initial outreach to third party interests
where a voluntary agreement is required.

Spatial analysis of the route also allowed for
recommendations to be made on potential
realignments and stretches which would benefit from
further topographic surveys. This feedback loop with
the client enabled a constructive iterative process in
which optimum delivery routes could be identified.

constraints mapping with multi-criteria filtering and
a development risk assessment. Proxy datasets and
novel methods were used to identify high-energy
demand centres, alongside integration of modelled
grid headroom intelligence and local planning policy,
including wind designation areas, to prioritize sites.
Planning and ecological expertise were embedded
throughout, informing appropriate separation
distances and early-stage filtering using species-
specific foraging ranges linked to designated sites.
Scalable delivery was enabled through GIS-led
automation, including web scraping of designation
qualifying interest data and the automated
generation of site-specific due diligence reports.
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BLACKHALL & POW/S ((\ RICS CORPORATE

Blackhall & Powis Ltd.
Chartered Surveyors

LAND | MARINE | COMMUNITIES
Property and Project Services for
Energy, Utilities and Infrastructure Providers

info@blackhallpowis.com
www.blackhallpowis.com

Scan to view
our website




